Listen to the story of Gort
Take an audio walking tour

The English language audio-narrative to accompany this tour
can be downloaded from www.galwayeast.com/wayfinding.

This audio tour narrated by Dr Peter Harbison describes in detail
each of the sites featured in this tour and can be listened to

on your PC, or on an MP3 player while walking the tour. There
are 5 other Walking Tours in this series: Athenry, Ballinasloe,
Loughrea, Tuam and Portumna.

See also our Ecclesiastical Driving Tour for a comprehen-
sive tour of the main religious sites in Galway East. For more
information on any of the places desribed in this brochure, or for
general information on Galway East, contact
Galway East Tourism www.galwayeast.com
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Eist le scéal An Ghoirt
Gabh ar shiulodid fuaime

Is féidir an trachtaireacht fuaime Béarla don turas seo a
ioslodail 6 www.galwayeast.com/wayfinding. Tugann an turas
fuaime seo le trachtaireacht 6n Dr. Peter Harbison mionchuntas
faoi gach suiomh ata luaite sa turas seo agus is féidir leat éistea-
cht leis ar do riomhaire né ar sheinnteoir MP3 agus an siuléid a
dhéanamh agat. T4 5 Shiuldid eile sa tsraith seo: Baile Atha an Ri,
Béal Atha na Sluaighe, Baile Locha Riach, Tuaim agus Port Omna.
Féach freisin ar &r dTuras Tiomana Eaglasta do thuras cuim-
sitheach ar phriomhionaid chreidimh in Oirthear na Gaillimhe.
T4 breis eolais faoi aon cheann de na héiteanna ata luaite sa
bhréisiur seo, chomh maith le heolas ginearalta faoi Oirthear
na Gaillimhe, ar fail 6 Thurasdireacht Qirthear na Gaillimhe ag
www.galwayeast.com.
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great place, great people " National Tourism Development Authority

This tour was developed by Galway County Council, with Galway East tourism
and funding from Féilte Ireland.

Other Interests

1. Coole Park

Coole Park, once home of Lady Augusta Gregory, dramatist and
co-founder of the Abbey Theatre, is part of a stunning nature
reserve of approximately 1000 acres. The seven woods celebrated
by W.B. Yeats are part of trails taking in river, turlough and Coole
Lake. Deer, swans and an abundance of wildlife make the Park
their home.

2. Kiltartan Gregory Museum

This award winning musuem is located in the old school house
at historic Kiltartan Cross. It houses a collection of memorabilia
associated with Lady Augusta Gregory and also displays items of
interest from the Celtic Revival period. Picnic park on site.

3. Thoor Ballylee

Former home of W.B. Yeats, who purchased and restored it in
1916, Ballylee Castle is a fine 14th Century Irish Tower House.
The Castle is open to the public every summer and features
audio visual presentations, a partially restored 17th century mill
and picnic area.

4. Kilmacduagh

Founded in the 7th Century, this monastery is famous for its 100
foot high Round Tower, which leans two feet from the perpen-
dicular. Centuries older than its famous counterpart in Pisa, it is
the tallest and best preserved of its kind in Ireland. It overlooks
the ruins of a 12th century cathedral.

5. Kinvara

Kinvara is a stunning coastal village on the edge of The Burren.
It is welcoming to visitors all year round and the locals provide a
welcoming, laid-back atmosphere. On the entrance to the village
from the Galway side sits 16th Century Dunguaire Castle.

Nithe Spéisiula eile

1. Pairc na Clile

Is cuid de thearmann iontach ddlra de timpeall 1000 acra i Pairc
na Clile, ait a raibh cdénai trath ar an Bhean uasal Augusta
Gregory, dradmaddir agus comhbhunaitheoir Amharclann na
Mainistreach. Is cuid iad na seacht gcoill ata ceilidrtha ag W.B.
Yeats de na conairi timpeall ar abhainn, tuarloch agus Loch na
Cuile. Ta fianna, ealal agus fiadhulra fldirseach eile ag cur fathu
sa Phairc.

2. Musaem Gregory Chill Tartan

Té an musaem seo, a bhfuil gradaim buaite aige, suite sa se-
anteach scoile ag Crosbhéthar stairidil Chill Tartan. Ta cuimh-
neachain ann a bhaineann le Augusta Gregory agus taispeantas
de nithe spéisitla 6 thréimhse na hAthbheochana Ceiltigh. Ta
pairc phicnic ar an lathair.

3. Tur Bhaile Ui Laoi

Is Tdrtheach brea dn 140 haois é Caisledn Bhaile Ui Laoi a
cheannaigh W. B. Yeats i 1916 agus a d'athchdéirigh sé. Bionn an
Caislean ar oscailt don phobal gach samhradh agus ta taispean-
tais chlosamhairc, muileann 6n 170 haois a bhfuil cuid de ath-
chairithe agus ionad picnic ann.

4. Cill Mhic Dhuach

T4 cdil ar Chloigtheach 100 troigh na mainistreach seo a tégadh
sa 70 haois, mar go bhfuil sé claonta dha throigh én ingear. Ta sé
na céadta bliain nios sine na tur cailivil Pisa, agus is é an ceann
is airde agus is dea-chaomhnaithe da chinedl sa tir é. Breath-
nafonn sé amach thar fhothrach ardeaglaise 6n 12 haois.

5. Cinn Mhara

Sraidbhaile taibhsidil is ea Cinn Mhara ar an gcdsta ar imeall
na Boirne. Cuirtear failte roimh chuairteoiri ann i rith na bliana
go léir agus is daoine failteacha réidhchuiseacha iad muintir na
haite. T4 Caisledn Dhun Guaire, 6n 160 haois, ar an mbealach
isteach sa sraidbhaile ar thaobh na Gaillimhe.

(Gort

Architectural Walking Tour

An Gort

Turas Siuloide Ailtireachta

Introduction

Gort is a noted heritage town whose Irish name, Gort Inse
Guaire, means The Field of the Island of Guaire,” is an 18th-
century provincial town whose origins lie as far back as the 13th
century if not earlier. Today it is a small market town, strategically
located between Galway and Shannon.

[t was once a military post and, after 1869, a railway town. All
of these functions are still clearly on view in the splendid layout
of the town. If you find a photo of Gort from 100 years ago, you
will see the vast Market Square thronged with livestock, produce,
buyers and sellers. The market was held each Saturday and there
were four seasonal fairs, in March, May, August and November.

Gort has a sizeable Brazilian population that has settled here
in recent years, attracted by work opportunities. The town holds
an annual multicultural festival around the Market Square.

Réamhra

Baile cluiteach oidhreachta é an Gort, né Gort Inse Guaire, baile
cligeach d6n 180 haois a dtéann a fhréamhacha siar go dtf an 130
haois né nios luaithe. Baile beag margaidh atd ann anois agus é
suite go straitéiseach idir Gaillimh agus an tSionainn.

Post mileata a bhi ann trath, agus baile iarnréid ina dhiaidh
sin. Ta na feidhmeanna sin go léir le feicedil go soiléir go foill i
leagan amach an bhaile. Ma fhéachann tu ar ghrianghraf den
Ghort céad bliain ¢ shin, feicfidh tu Cearnég ollmhér an Mhar-
gaigh plédaithe le beostoc, barrai, ceannaitheoirf agus dioltdiri.
Bhiodh an margadh ann gach Satharn agus ceithre aonach
séastrach i mi Marta, mi Bhealtaine, mi Linasa agus mi na
Samhna.

Ta daonra mor Brasaileach sa Ghort a mealladh chun na
haite mar gheall ar dheiseanna oibre le blianta beaga anuas.
Bionn féile ilchultdrtha bhliantuil sa bhaile timpeall ar Chearndg
an Mhargaidh.



Begin in Market Square, by the statue of Christ the King (1930)
and the 18th century Weigh House next to it. The impressive
scales were in use from a time when the market place flourished.
For over 500 years the area was a stronghold of the
O0’Shaughnessy’s, who established the market. Their properties
were confiscated in 1697 and granted to the Prendergast family.
John Prendergast-Smyth (1741-1817), created Viscount Gort in
1816, personally oversaw the development of the market town.
Look at the group of commercial frontages that includes

0'Grady’s pub. These are typical of the 19th century buildings
that run right along Bridge Street. They have classical-style
windows with the tallest proportions on the floor above the shop

or pub fronts. Look up to see the well-preserved chimney clusters.

Walk up Bridge Street, the main road which runs through Gort.
You will pass fine late-Georgian facades on the right and, after
the Bank of Ireland, reach Bridge House. Built by Lord Gort at
the end of the 18th century, it has been the Convent of Mercy
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since 1857 and is now home to the Sisters of Mercy. Bridge House
has a stately classical front of three floors with its masonry ren-
dered and the window frames picked out in relief.

Continuing over the bridge, where Bridge Street becomes Georges
Street, view the buildings beyond the railway arch. Georges Street
is a suburban street of well-presented, early 19th century 2-floor
buildings. They have classical designs with carriage arches and
some good frontages. Also here is the austere but fine grey stone

classical house on the right, once a Police House.

Return to the town centre toward Market Square, examining
the right-hand side of the street. After the River crossing, the first
two buildings are both high quality structures that help explain
why Gort enjoys its special heritage status within the County.

Turning right off Bridge Street close to Market Square, enter
Barrack Street which has remained the military focal-point
ofGort and is still the district Garda headquarters. The 17th
century barracks were built on the site of Gort Castle, which
was destroyed by Cromwellian forces c.1650, but repaired in
1752. Towns of strategic importance like Gort were garrisoned
and during the 1798 Rising 76,000 British troops were deployed.
The barracks is now a furniture store.

Returning up Barrack Street, turn right and approach the
Courthouse in its dominant position on the Square. It dates
from about 1815, making it one of the earliest local examples
of this class of official building. The modelling of the lower
floor arches and upper windows is light and elegant, with
coursed masonry in a simplified version of the ‘Adam’ style;
the Gort courthouse is architecturally very appealing. Note the
way in which the early 19th century buildings stand on plinths,
or platforms of stone steps. The number of steps increases as
the land drops. This device was contrived by Lord Gort to avoid
stepping the buildings, so as to give the group a level base
and present a grand composition, with consistent floor levels,
window and roof lines.

Continuing along the Square, away from the Hotel, onto Church
Street. On your right is Boland’s Lane. This Lane contains groups
of single-storey cottages, mainly now roofless and uninhabited,
that serve to remind us of how most of Gort probably looked
before the grand, 19th century re-building of the town center.

Returning along Boland’s Lane, turn right once more onto
Church Street, where you will approach the former National
School of 1846. This is the twin-gabled building which is now a
Heritage Centre.

The tour finished with the two main churches.

Lord Gort gave the plot on which the Catholic church stands,
at the meeting of Church Street and Church Road. Originally of
1825, it was later enlarged after two ancient parishes had been
united to form a single new parish of Gort in 1854. The present
church dates from this period and, beyond its most impressive
entrance steps and gates, it is a good example of large, Irish
churches in the mid-century Gothic Revival style.

Continuing along Church Road, past the Catholic church, you
will arrive at the former Church of Ireland building, now in use as
the Library. Constructed by James Paine, who was also working
on Lord Gort's country house at the same time in 1811, it was
enlarged in 1877. The spire provides a prominent landmark.

1 Tosaigh ag Cearndg an Mhargaidh in aice le dealbh Chriost

Ri (1930) agus an Teach Med 6n 180 haois até taobh leis. Bhi

na scalai méra a n-Usaid 6n uair a raibh rath ar an margadh.
Bhi an ceantar ina dhaingean ag clann Ui Sheachnasaigh ar
feadh os cionn 500 bliain agus ba iad a bhunaigh an margadh.
Glacadh seilbh ar a gcuid tailte i 1697 agus deonadh do chlann
Prendergast iad. Ba é John Prendergast-Smyth (1741-1817), a
ndearnadh Biocunta an Ghoirte de sa bhliain 1816, a bhi i mbun
forbartha an bhaile margaidh. Féach na héadain thrachtala
agus tabhairne 0'Grady ina measc. Is gnathfhoirgnimh én 194
haois iad agus iad suite ar Shraid an Droichid. Ta fuinneoga de
dhéanamh clasaiceach acu agus na codanna is airde diobh ar an
urldr os cionn éadan an tsiopa n6 na tabhairne. Féach in airde ar
na simléirf dea-chaomhnaithe.

Siul suas Sraid an Droichid, an priomhshraid trid an Gort.
Rachaidh tu thar aghaidheanna Seoirseacha déanacha ar an
taobh dheis, agus tiocfaidh tu go Teach an Droichid tar éis Bhanc
na hEireann. Ba é Tiarna an Ghoirt a thdg é ag deireadh an 18U
haois, agus ba ann a bhi Clochar na Trécaire 6n mbliain 1857
agus is teach cénaithe do Shitracha na Trdcaire anois é. Ta
aghaidh staduil chlasaiceach ag Teach an Droichid le tri hurlar,
a chuid saoirseachta rindiredilte agus fradmai na bhfuinneog
pioctha amach i rilif.

Lean ar aghaidh thar an droichead agus beidh td i Sraid
Sheoirse agus féach na foirngnimh lastall den airse traenach.
Sraid fhobhailteach is ea Sraid Sheoirse le foirgnimh dea-
thaispeanta dha urlar 6n 190 haois. T dearadh clasaiceach
orthu le hairsi carraiste agus éadain mhaithe ar chuid acu. Ta
teach dian clasaiceach de chloch liath anseo freisin mar a raibh
na Pailini trath. Gabh ar ais go lar an bhaile i dtreo Chearndg
an Mhargaidh, agus féach ar thaobh dheis na sraide. Lastall
den Abhainn, ta dha fhoirgneamh de struchtur ardchaighdedin
a mhinionn an stadas speisialta oidhreachta atd ag an nGort sa
Chontae.
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Cas ar dheis as Sraid an Droichid in aice le Cearnég an Mhar-
gaidh agus isteach i Sraid na Beairice, ata fés ina phointe fécais
mileata don Ghort agus ina cheanncheathru duthaigh ag na
Gardai. Tégadh an bheairic sa 170 haois ar lathair Chaislean

an Ghoirt, a scrios férsai Chromail timpeall 1650, ach deisiodh

€ 11752. Cuireadh garastuin i mbailte tabhachtacha straité-
iseacha ar nds an Ghoirt agus bhi 76,000 saighdiuir Briotanach
imscartha le linn Eirf Amach 1798. Is siopa troscain i an bheairic
anois.

Ag filleadh duit ar ais tri Shraid na Beairice, cas ar dheis agus
ar aghaidh leat chuig Teach na Cdirte ina ionad ceannasach

sa Chearndg. Tégadh é timpeall na bliana 1815, agus ta sé ar
cheann de na samplaf aitiula is tuisce den chinedl seo foirgnimh
oifigitla. TA munld éadrom grastuil ar airsi an urldir iochtaraigh
agus ar na fuinneoga uachtair, le saoirseacht chirsailte i

leagan simplithe de stil ‘Adam’, ta teach cuirte an Ghoirt an-
tarraingteach 6 thaobh na hailitireachta. Tabhair faoi deara mar
a sheasanna na foirgnimh 6 this an 190 haois ar phliontai, n ar
sheastdin de chéimeanna cloiche. Méadaionn lion na gcéime-
anna de réir mar a thiteann an talamh. Chum Tiarna an Ghoirt
an fearas seo ionas nach mbeadh na foirngnimh i gcéimeanna,
chun go mbeadh bonn leibhéalta ag an grupa agus go gcuirfeadh
siad comhdhéanamh mér comhleantnach i lathair ¢ thaobh
leibhéil urlair, fuinneoga agus dionta.

Lean ort sa Chearndg ar aghaidh 6n Ostan go Sraid na hEa-
glaise. Ta Lana Boland ar do dheis. Ta grupai de theaichini aon-
stéir sa Lana seo, a bhformhér gan dion anois agus gan chénai,
a thugann leid duinn facin gcuma a bhi ar an nGort sular tégadh
lar galdnta an bhaile sa 194 haois.

Ag teacht ar ais 6 Lana Boland, cas ar dheis aris isteach i
Sraid na hEaglaise, mar a bhfuil an tseanbhunscoil a tégadh in
1846. T4 an foirgneamh débheannach seo ina lonad Oidhreachta
anois.

Criochnaionn an turas ag an dé phriomheaglais. Ba é Tiarna an
Ghoirt a bhronn an suiomh ar a bhfuil an Eaglais Chaitliceach
anois, mar a dtagann Srdid na hEaglaise agus Béthar na hEa-
glaise le chéile. Tégadh ar dtus é in 1825, agus méadaiodh é nu-
air a cuireadh dha sheanphardiste le chéile chun pardiste nua an
Ghoirt a dhéanamh in 1854. Baineann an eaglais atd anois ann
leis an tréimhse sin, agus seachas na céimeanna agus na geatai
taibhseacha, is sampla maith é de na heaglaisi moéra a tégadh sa
stil Athbheochana Gotach i lar an chéid.

Lean ort ar Bhothar na hEaglaise, thar an eaglais
Chaitliceach chuig an bhfoirgneamh ina raibh Eaglais na hE-
ireann trath, atd in Usdid anois mar Leabharlann. Thég James
Paine, a bhi ag obair ar theach tuaithe Thiarna an Ghoirt ag
anamin 1811, { agus méadaiodh i sa bhliain 1877. Is séad-
chomhartha suntasach { an tar.



